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great admiration for Prussian soldiery, after reading so
much about them and having seen something of them
when he visited Germany in 1852. To Emerson he wrote
(June25,1852): " I confess also to a real love for Frederick's
dumb followers: the Prussian Soldiery. I often say to
myself, c Were not here the real priests and virtuous and
martyrs of that loud-babbling, rotten generation? ' " In
Germany he had liked "their intelligent silence, with
the touches of effective Spartanism I saw or fancied in
them.35
While the English historians of the Macaulay, Carlyle,
Froude, school were making literature in the grand style
there was another great school of historians in France
whose works had European fame. These men were all
contemporary, all born in the Revolutionary-Napoleonic
era: Augustin Thierry (1795-1856), Fra^ois Mignet
(1796-1884), Adolphe Thiers (1797-1877), Jules Michelet
(1798-1874), Henri Martin (1810-83). Guizot was older
than all these: he was born in 1787, just before the
Revolution, and lived until 1874. Not a literary genius,
less imaginative than the other five, Guizot nevertheless is
the only one of the group whose work is still regularly
used in Great Britain. The Modern History School in the
University of Oxford has in the last thirty years had
Guizot's Lectures on the History of Civilization or his History
of Oliver Cromwell and the English Commonwealth among its
prescribed books of study.
All these French historians were by profession either
teachers or lawyers, and all of them supplemented their
modest incomes by doing a good deal of journalism, with-
out detriment to their scholarship. They were enormously
industrious, produced, each of them, twenty or thirty
large volumes of learned history, and yet had time to
contribute fugitive articles to the Press, to engage in
politics, to attend the brilliant salons which occupied the
evenings of fashionable and intellectual Paris society.